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LlyXoBeHCTBYy Ta BIpHUM
YkpaiHcbkoi MpaBocnasHoi Llepksu B CLUA, KaHaai, 3axigHivi €sponi, ABcTpanii, Hosivi 3enanii,
[liBaeHH1 AMepuLy Ta YKpaiHi Ha nodatky Benmkoro [locty
B ripurotyBaHHi 4o CBitioro CBsara BockpeciHHa [ocnoga bora i Cnaca Hawuoro Icyca Xpucra

CnaBa borosi Hauiomy!

“He BinBepHu Jlnus TBoro Bjg TBoei AnTuHM, 60 5 3HEMOXEHUU. BUCTyxan MeHe.
Habnuxca o moei agywi i cnacm ii.” (MpokiveH Ha BedjpHi noyatky Bemavkoro [locTy)

CnoBamu LpOro NpokiMeHy po3nodmHaeTbes Bennkui Mict, i UepkBa, Ak gobpa mati, Befe CBOiX
BipPHMX [OPOrolo nokasHHsA. CBATUI IBaH XpecTuTenb NponoBiOyBaB “XpeLeHHS Ha MOKasHHSA 4715
npoueHHs rpixie” (Mk1:4) | nokasHHa, “.60 Habmmzuaocs LlapctBo HebecHe” (MT. 3:2),
“rotytoum gopory ana locrnoga, piBHAYM cTexkmu Womy.” (Mart. 3:3). Mpotarom wuinoi icropii
LlepkBu, 3aknmMK OO MOKasHHS 3aBXAM MNOAABaBCA He TiMbkY BipHUM LlepkBu, ane i uwinomy caity
Ta NIOACTBY.

XpeLleHHs M Ta MUPOMOMa3aHHAM MW € OCBSYEHi, BILHOBNEHI HaHOBO, 3pobneHi rpomadsHamm
LlapctBa XpUCTOBOro i XWUTTA He € Oinblle “Hawwm”, ane MW adanToBaHi CaMuUM XPUCTOM,
Halwum [ocnodoMm, i MW, LINIKOBUTO MNIOKOPSIEMO Hally CaMOBMEBHEHICTb MOBHOK MPUCBATOIO
“Haioro” xutTs Boroei. Cam Tlocnogb, WMoro 3akimMKoM AeTasnbHO onmncye BUMOTU Moro
LlapcTaBa, KOTpi He € 3eMHUMW A0 TiEi MipKW, WO caMi anoctonun nutanun: “Orox, xTo moxe byt
criaceHHum?”

Benukuk MMict - vac nokasHHa — BIABOLAWTb Hac Big cmepTi Ta pynHyBaHHA Ta BELE Hac go
XKNTTS. TIOKasHHA — Le € BiOXo4oM Bif XWUTTa “r1ormio” fo xutta “fyxom.” CBIiT, B SKOMY MU
XMBEMO 3HAXOOMTbCA B HeabuaKMX BaxkMx oOCTaBMHax. Lle € CBIT, KOTpUI 4acTo BigkMOa€E Ta
irHopye noB4YaHHAMM Ilcyca Xpucta. Hawa Ceata MaTtu LlepkBa yCBIOOMMIOE, WO MU €
MaTepiafibHUMM B HaLLOMY >XMTTI Ta NOBefiHLI | JOCUTb YaCTO MPMKOBaHi A0 LbOro CBITY Ta yCbOro
Di3MYHOro i MaTepianbHOro — peven Lo HUWMTL IX Mib | jpXa, | 4e 3704i naKonywTs |
Bukpagaots” (Mat. 6:19) — pedyelt, KOTpI NMLLAIOTLCA MO3ady | 3 HalWMM BXOOOM Y CBIT
OYXOBHUN.

MoKastHHA 3aKMKA€E HAC CTaTV OyXOBHUMMW JOAbMU — CTaT 0CcobaMm CTBOPEHMMU Ha Nomoby i
0b6pa3 boxuit. MokasiHHS - Yac OYMLLEHHS, BIHOBMNEHHS, OaxaHHs noBepHyT1cs fo Jltlobosi bora
Otus — GaxkaHHs BiOHOBMTM Hall MPaBOMBUIM 00pa3 Ak Aiten boxux, GaxkaHHs BUFONOCUTU B
rMUOWHI Halwoi aywi  “B MOEMy OKaaHH] BIAKPUV MEHI ABEpP|, XKutreaasye” — CnoBamm
anoctona MaBna: “BIAKMHBMO BYUMHKY TEMPABU Vi 3044rHIMOCh y 36poto caitna” (PumnsH 13:12) 3
BipOlo, NIOOOB'I0 Ta Hafj€ld Ha cnaciHHSA. Lle € GaxaHHAM CMOBHUTK 3anoBigb XpuctoBy: “OToX,
byabTe 4OCKOHAN, AK JockoHammi Oteub Bai HebecHuit.” (Mar. 5:48)

“Biakpyvi Ham — BlaKpui Ham Asepi, Xutregasye!” | Tocnonp Bignosinae: “fMpouigite, mnpuigirs,
ABepi BiaumHeHi - LlapctBo HebecHe npuiiiuio!  YBIVAITL WASXOM MOAUTBM Ta nocTy” — i BiH
0bHiMe KOXHOrO 3 Hac, Ak 6aTbKo MPUNHAB | 0OHAB CcBOro BnyaHoro cnHa. (Jk. 15:21)

30epexiMo Hally Bipy, fiK Le 3pobunu Hawi npagion YKpaiHCbKoro Hapody Ta i 6aratbox iHLWMX
HapopmiB MPOTAroM iCTopii NIOACTBA B POKW MepechigyBaHb | roHiHb 6e300XHNX ypsaaiB, KOTpi He
JaBany MOXIIMBOCTI BiNbHO MPOrofioLlyBaTti Bipy y mobnadoro bora, koTpun obiusB iM Te came
cnaciHHa KoTpe i Ham obiugaHe. [xHa Bipa nepemorna i BUTpUMana BUNpobOByBaHHs Ta Hagana



MOXMBICTb FPOMaAfHaM TUX KpaiH Bio4yTV Te, WO BinbluicTb i3 HAC HIKONM He 3a3HaB, XMBYYM
“nobpum XxutTaM’, He yYCBIDOMIIOIHM Ta IFTHOPYIOYM TWM, WO KOXeH [OeHb — MOBWHEH OyTu
BMOOpPOM XpUCTa y HaWOMy XWTTi - “kpaujoto [oseto, KoTpa He BiAHIMETbCA Bl Hac", 9K Ue
3pobuna Mapis, cectpa Jlazaps. (Jlyka 10:42).

YnobneHi Hawi, sk Bawi [yxoBHI ©0aTbku, NpoTAroM LUporo Benumkoro [octy mu  Wmpo
MOJTNTUMEMOCH, LD KOXEH 3 Bac BigBEpHYBCA Bif, TOrO BCbOTO, WO MPU3YMNUHSE Ball oyxoBHUN
3picT Ta obmexye Bac. M MonutMMeMoch, o6 Balle ocobucte mokasHHS - Yepes MOMUTBY i
MiCT — CKepye Balle XWTTS Ha NpsMy Ta By3bKy CTEXUHY, KOTpa Befe [0 BbOro JyXOBHOMO — A0
CnaciHHsa. Lle € Mappieka, KOTOpPOI MW TMOAOPOXYEMO pPa3oM, a ToMy i Onaraemo Bawwmx
MOJIUTOB 3a HaC TaKOX.

Y BiONOBiAb Ha Halwli CNifbHI MONUTBM, Tocnodp He BiaBepHe CBOro NMUS Bif HAaC — HaBITb | AKLLO
MU 3HeMoxeHi. Lle € Moro obiuaHkolo Ham. BiH BUcIyxae Hac, 36mM3MTbca [0 Hac Ta MoAacTb
cnaciHHa. OTOX, HamarammMocs Hawow Bipolo 6ytv “Moro nwogsmuy, Llapcekum CBALEHCTBOM,
cBATIM Hapodom” (Jlitypria ¢s. Bacunis Benunkoro).

3 Xpucrosoio 1106080,

+ KOHCTaHTUH
Murtpononnt YkpaiHcbkoi llpasocnasHoi Llepksu B CLLIA
[ B glacriopi
+ IBaH
Mutporonut YkpaiHcekoi [NpaBocnaBHoi Llepkau B KaHazl
+ AHTOHIV
Apxuenmckon YkpaiHcbkoi [TpaBociasHoi Llepksu B CLLIA
+ loaH
Apxuenickon YkpaiHcokoi [lpaBocnaBHoi Liepkau B giacriopi
+ Opivi
Apxuenckon YkpaiHcbkoi [pasocnasHoi LlepkBu B KaHaal
+ Epemis
Apxuernvckon [liBaeHHO-AMepuKkaHcsKol Enapxil
YkpaiHcbkoi lNpaBociasHoI Llepksu
+ lnapioH
€nvckon YkpaiHcekoi [MpaBocnaBHoi Llepksu B KaHazal
+ AHApivi
€nvckon YkpaiHcokoi [lpasocnaBHoi Llepkau B KaHazl
+ JlaHnin
€nuvckon YkpaiHcokoi lMpasocnasHoi Llepksu B8 CLLIA

YBATA: lle nocnaHHs1 NOBUHHO 6yt 3a4nTaHum B CUPOIYCHY HeAuo ic/isi YNTaHHS
€BaHresis B ycix napaisaibHnx xpamax Hawoi Catoi Llepksu
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THE GREAT-LENT EPISTLE OF THE PERMANENT
CONFERENCE OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX BISHOPS
BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

To the Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church who abide in the United States of
America, Canada, Western Europe, Australia/New Zealand, South America and Ukraine as we
inaugurate the Great Lenten Season in preparation for the Great and Holy Feast of Feasts — the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,

GLORY BE TO OUR LORD!

“Turn not away Thy Face from Thy child, for | am afflicted. Hear me speedily. Draw
near unto my soul and deliver it.” (Prokiemon of Vespers on the Eve of Great Lent)

With this Prokiemon Great Lent is inaugurated and the Church, like a good mother, places her
faithful on the journey of repentance. The Baptist John preached a “baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins” (Mk.1:4) and “repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2),
as he “prepared the way of the Lord, making straight His paths.” (Matt. 3:3). Throughout the
history of the Church, the invitation to repentance was extended not only to her faithful, but to
the entire world and all mankind.

By Baptism and Chrismation — we have been sanctified — we have been made holy — we have
been made citizens of the Kingdom proclaimed by Christ and life is no longer “ours”, but we are
adopted by Christ our King, Lord and Master — and we surrender our self-centeredness by a
total commitment of “our”lives to God. Our Lord, in His call to the Kingdom, described in vivid
detail the ethical demands of that Kingdom, which were so unearthly, that the disciples cried
out: “Who then can be saved?”

Great Lent — the season of repentance — takes us AWAY from death and destruction and
leads us TO life. Repentance — turning FROM life in the “flesh” TO life in the “Spirit” The
world in which we live is in turmoil. It is a world, which disregards the teaching of Jesus Christ.
Our mother Church realizes that we are material and so often we are shackled to this world
and all things physical — things that “moths eat — rust corrupts — thieves break in and steal”
(Matt. 6:19) — things that are all left behind as we enter the next world.

Repentance calls us to become spiritual — to become those persons created in the image of God
and at the same time to image God. Repentance — the time for cleanliness, for renewal, for
the desire to return to the Love of God the Father — the desire to restore our true image as the
children of God — the desire to cry in the depth of our soul: “In my repentance, open for me
the doors, O Giver of Life” — the desire in the words of St. Paul: “to cast OFF the deeds of
darkness and put ON the armor of Light” (Romans 13:12) with faith, love and hope of salvation.
It is the desire to fulfill the mandate of Christ: “Be ye perfect as your Heavenly Father is
perfect.” (Matt. 5:48)

“Open to us — open to us the doors, O Giver of Life!” The Risen Lord responds, “Come, come,
the doors are open — the Kingdom of Heaven has come! Enter by the way of prayer and
fasting” — and He shall embrace each of us, just as the prodigal son was embraced by his
father. (Luke 15:21)

Let us persevere in faith as did our ancestors of the great Ukrainian nation and many other
nations throughout the history of mankind, having been suppressed and forbidden by godless
regimes to freely express their faith in the God of Love, the God who promised them the same



salvation He promises us. Their faith prevailed and has enabled the citizens of those nations to
experience today that, which most of us have who have been blessed with the “good life”, have
taken for granted each day — the right to choose Christ — the “.better part, which will not be
taken away..” — as did Mary, the sister of Lazarus. (Luke 10:42)

As your spiritual fathers, we shall pray fervently during this Great Lenten season, dearly beloved,
that each of your lives will turn AWAY from in the flesh that stunts your spiritual growth and,
in truth, disables you. We shall pray that your own personal repentance and your journey —
through prayer and fasting — will instead focus your lives on the straight and narrow path,
which leads TO the spiritual — TO salvation. It is a journey we make together and therefore, we
humbly ask for your fervent prayers for us, as well.

In response to our community prayer, our Lord will surely not turn His Face away from us —
even though we are afflicted. This is His promise to us. He will hear us and draw near unto our
souls and deliver them. Let us persevere in faith as “.His own People, the Royal Priesthood, a
holy nation”. (Liturgy of St. Basil)

In our Lord’s abundant Love,

+Constantine
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and the Diaspora
+John
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Antony
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
+loan
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in the Diaspora
+Yurij
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Jeremiah
Archbishop of the South American Eparchy of the UOC
+llarion
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Andriy
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+Daniel

Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

ATTENTION: This Archpastoral Letter is to be read following the Reading of the Holy
Gospel on Cheese-fare Sunday in all parishes of our Holy Church
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