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BOFrOCINYXEHHA | CBATA

Heping, 29 TpaBHA  6-ta Hegins no Macui, npo Cninoro-Ta Heains no Macyj, npo Cninoro. Monoc 5. Mpn. ®eoaopa
OcasueHoro (368).CeT. Onekcangpa, en. Epycanumebkoro (213-250). Myd. Bita, MogecTta i KpuckeHTii (6m3bko 303). Brixk.
oTpo-koeuui Myan (V). Mpnn. otuig, llaspi cB. Cassw BouTHX (614). CeT. I'eopris (KOpis) II, en. MituneHcekoro (1X).

Ha Nityprii: Pag.: fisH. 16:16-34; IH. 9:1-38 Nitypris 10:00
nicna 6OroCnyXeHHA — OCBAYEHHA MNAPA®IANBHOIO LIBUHTAPA — 12:30

YeTBep, 2 4epBHSA BO3HECIHHA rOClMoOAHE Nitypris 10:00
CninbHe BorocnyxeHHs 3 napadieto Xpucta Cnacutens i nepekycka nicns borocnyxeHHst

Cy6ora, 4 yepBHS BeuipHs 17:00
Hepins, 5 yepBHa  Hegina Ceatux Otyis Mepworo Beenexebkoro Cobopy Nityprist 10:00
Cy6ota, 11 yepBHA batbkiBCbKa (NoMuHarnbHa ) CyboTa Nityprig 10:00
Hepins, 12 yepBHa  [T*atugecatHuus (3enexi Ceara) Nityprist 10:00

Cs. Mitep XapaiH nig yac kaBu 6yae roBopuTH NPO NepecniayBaHHA XpUCTUSAH Y CBiTi CbOrogHi

CHURCH SERVICES AND HOLIDAYS

Sunday, May 29 Sunday of the man born blind. Liturgy 10 am
AFTER THE SERVICE — BLESSING OF THE CEMETARY — 12:30 PM
Thursday, June2  ASCENTION OF THE LORD Liturgy 10 am
Service together with Christ the Saviour Orthodox Church
Saturday, June 4 Vesper 5 pm
Sunday, June 5 Sunday of all Saints of the first Ecumenical Council Liturgy 10 am
Saturday, June 11 Saturday of the Commemoration of the departed Liturgy 10 am
Sunday, June 12 Pentecost (Zeleni Svyata) Liturgy 10 am

Fr. Peter Jardin will be speaking on persecution of Christian in modern world during the coffee time

ASSUMPTION (DORMITION) OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

YKPATHCbKWUWA NPABOCNABHWA COBOP YCMIHHA NPECBATOI BOroPoauL|

Parish Priest: Fr. lhor Okhrimtchouk Parish Executive President: B. Shumsky
1000 Byron Ave, Ottawa, Ontario, K2A 0J3 Tel: (613)728-0856 Hall: (613 ) 722 1372 Cell:(613)325-3903

E-mail: stamaryuocc@sympatico.ca  Web site: www.ukrainianorthodox.info Hall Website: www.1000byron.org

BOCKPECHWUM TMCTOK RESURRECTION NEWSLETTER May 29, 2011 — 29 tpasHa 2011



2T OrONOWEHHS ANNOUNCEMENTS -

I
XPUCTOC BOCKPEC ! SRR 1o tta) ,
BOICTMHO BOCKPEC ! IR B
. .. A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS AND VISITORS TO
BITAEMO BCIX TOCTEU | BIABIOYBAYIB 1O HALIOI OUR COMMUNITY

rPOMAQU
MPAKTUKA XOPY — KOMXHEH YETBEP O 19:00. CHOIR PRACTICES — EVERY THURSDAY AT 7 PM.
NACKABO TMPOCUMO HOBUX YneEHIB NEWMEMBERS ARE WELCOMMED TO JOIN. CONTRIB-

NPYEOHYBATMCS O HALLIOIO XOPY UTE TO THE BEUATY OF OUR CHORAL TRADITION
MPOXAHHS 3AMIATATW BALUI YNEHCBKI BHECKW ~ PLESE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2011 BE-
3A 2011 PIK (BIA 1 CI4HA [0 30 YepeHs 2011) TWEEN JANUARY 1 AND JUNE 30, 2011

MOTPIBGHI BOJNIOHTEPU [ANA  OPFAHI3ALII
NMAPA®IANBHOIO MNIKHIKY 19 YEPBHA. poxaHHs
3BEPTATUCH [0 0. Iropst 40 HACTYMHOI cy0oTU. AKWO MK He
3HalOeMO BOIOHTEPIB, TO LbOrO poKy He Oymemo matu
NiKHIKY.

MPOXAHHSI 3AHOTYBATW, LUIO MW HE BYAEMO PLEASE NOTE — THIS YEAR'’S PARTICIPATION IN
BPATV YYACTb Y DRAGON BOATRACE1 7 - 1 9 DRAGON BOAT RACES HAD BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO
YEPBHS B 3 3B*A3KY 3 HEAOCTATHbLOIO KINbKICTI0  THE LACK OF PEOPLE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING.
OXOUYMX BPATM VYYACTb Y 3MATAHHAX. MM WE WILL TRY TO DO IT FOR THE NEXT YEAR AND
CMPOBYEMO LIE 3POBUTU HACTYNHOI O POKY. LOOKING FOR AN ORGANIZERS.

Hepina 6 no Macui — npo chinoro Boxy BCEMOryTHICTb, BIAKPUIMCS He NULE MOTo TiNEeCHi ovi, ane 1
aywa ans Toro, wWob BASYHICTIO BignoBicTM Ha boxuin pap

TiNecHoro Npo3piHHA. Y OywWi Liel HeLacHoT NoanHL 3aickpurnocs,

Cborogi, yniobriei Bpatta it cecTpu, 3a BOXECTBEHHOIO 3afpyckarno, 3acBITANOCS Te, 3apajut YOro MPIALIOB Ha 3EMMo
Nityprieio Mu dyni ypuBoK i3 CB. €sarenis mpo Te, sk FOCMOAb [ocrogs IC XC - KUTTS BidHe,

3UinuB cninoHapofeHoro. Mix iHILUM, CbOrofiHiluHE €BaHrenie € . .
O[HUM 3 [JOCUTb BaXKMX ANs TIyMaueHHst Micls Hosoro 3anosity.  AVBO 3UineHHs CRINOHAPOKEHOTO € He nLle AUBOM NOBEPHeHs
Ha nuTaHHs Y4HiB: XTO 3rpiluvB, WO US MIOAMHA Hapogunacs TMOANHI TINECHOro 30py, a B MepLuy Yepry € ANBOM 3yCTpiui NoanHY
cninoto, F'ocnofb BiANOBIAA@E: HIXTO He 3rpilUMB, HIXTO He BUHEH, 3 Borom, w0 € 41mock Girb 3HadyLMm.

arne Lie Tpanunocs Ans Toro, o6 ssuTtu cnasy boxy...

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR A PARISH PICNIC ON
JUNE 19. Please contact FR. lhor if you can help with parish
picnic by next Saturday. If we will net be able to find volun-
teers, the parish picnic will be cancelled this year.

3amucnnmocs Hag cborofHiwHiM €saHreniem. bor Ham fae y
Y yomy x cnaBa boxa? HeBxe B ToMy, Lo NiogvHa npoxuna, KUTTi Barato, fae yce HeobxigHe NS XUTTA 1 CnaciHHg, ane i He
MPWILLOBLLM y 3piMi NiTa CAMOI0, 3HEJONEHO TakuM CTpaluHum AACTb, MOCUMAIONM Ti UM iHLi ckopbOTW, 3aruHyTI Ham Bif HALIOTO
yuHoM? Xi6a X He Mormu 6 niogy npocnaeuT cuny Boxy ko 6 BRacHoro Gnarononyyyst it KOMAOPTY, AKLO MU He 3HaXOAMMO y
Gauunm nioguHy 300POBOI, BaraTow, HagineHy yciMa MoxmMBiAMM KWTTE MicUs AnA  BAsYHOCTi bory 3a yci Onara, sikilo He
Bnaramu?.. 3rNgfauncs Ha Ti ckopb0TH, ki HE3PIBHSHHO 3 HaMu TepnnsTh
_ o Hawi BrkHi, XBOpiYA W MOMMpaoYM Bi4 BiiH, XBOPOD Ta
Ane, sik Ham iakaaye 40CBIA, Hi, Nloav 6 He Mpocnasinv bora sa yacunkctea, My He Nue He AsikyeMo Bory 3a Bce, ane nig vac |
Te, 1o B iX XWTTi yce 100pe; NMioAn He npocnaBnsioTh bora 3a Te  ckapyumocs, Hapikaloum Ha BakKe KUTTS.
Lo Tak aobpe maTy Be3LiHHUI Aap XUTTS; TOMY WO Le, Have 6 To,
TaK NPUPOAHO - NPUPOAHO BYTY 300pOBUM, GaraTiM, BinbHUM, - mv  [10BYAIbHI ANt HAC CnoBa ckasaB Lue Y 1-My MOKOMIHHI XpUCTHSH
3abyBaemo npo Te, L0 Lie HEOLHEHMI Hamu Aap Boxuir. W pigko- MYX anoctonbcbkuin Epm: Munoctus bor, - roBopuTb BiH, - BiH He
PiKO XTO BMi€ LiHyBaTV Lie SK Aap, fK apyHOK, AK Te, Ha o My 3anvinTb TeGe, MoV He PO3TOPOLTL Ceple TBOE Hu KOCTG]?I
He 3aCryroByeMo, arle Te, L0 € NPEAMETOM HALLIOro 3auByBaHHs 1 TBOIX... MunocTus, Tomy Lo nepen nnuem OkaMEeHINOCTH Hawol,
3axonneHHs: Ak ue morno ctatucs?.. Lie x BoicTuHy auso!.. ety dllall) sseloEreleionty I Eliont el 1 bllls 2l
. MOBWHHO BIMTU B HaLLE XWTTA OCBITNAKYE Yy[O; @ OCKOMbKM MU
Tox BenuKM YpoKoM € Ans Hac Te, Lo O4i €BAHTENbCLKOTO enocTaTHBO YyTnuBI, WOG NepexuT TUxe BesHHa Gnaropari,

CTINOHAPO/KEHOTO  BIAKPUNMCH CHOTOAHI Ha MUMICTL BOXY, Ha gowo yacTo BXOAWTL Bypeto B HaLwy AONIO. /

\\
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Behind every test lurks the blessing of God.

Sorrow is not nice. However, behind it, behind the pain, behind the
sorrow, behind the test, lurks the blessing of God, the rebirth, the re-
forming of man, of family. Almost everyone attributes his/her conver-
sion to some test. They believe everything goes well, then God takes
their child, and then there is mourning, pain etc. Then comes the grace
of God which overshadows them, making these
people calm. They approach the Church, approach
the confession, approach the priest. Thanks to that
child they go to the Church. Their pain makes them
to seek, to pray for repose, to request liturgies.

Pain relieves the heart and makes it receptive to
the word of God, while earlier it was hard and unre-
ceptive. For example, a man during his youthful §
exuberance thinks, "l am and no one else is". There
go the degrees, the glories, the health, the beauty
and everything else. However, when he is laid in
bed sick, he thinks differently. Vanity of vanity, eve-
rything is vanity. | may die, he thinks. What is the
benefit of all these and he starts to think differently.
It is like a man approaching him and tells him, "read
this book and check what it says". He hears a word
of God and then he listens to it. And if you give him a book, his pain
has already made his heart suitable and he opens the book and the
Bible and reads it and thus starts the repose of man. And when he is
healed, immediately then he stands up and lives carefully his life and
does not live like before with pride and with the fantasy he had.

The sickness and sorrow is by and large medicine of the providence
of God to bring man closer to Him and increase his virtue. Job was the
best man on earth but God wanted to make him even better. Before he
was tested, Job was not famous. As soon as he was tested and fought,
struggled, crowned and became rich, after that began his glory to this
day. His example is the most brilliant one and empowers every man
that is being tested. If he was tested being a saint, so much more us
who are sinners. The result was he was made holy and was given
again years of life and blessed him doubly and thrice with what he had,
thus becoming a bright example throughout the centuries and for him

A Short Primer on the Blessing of Graves
Rev. D. O. Herbel

In the Orthodox Church, we bless graves during the Paschal
(“Easter”) season, normally on Thomas Sunday. Thomas Sunday
is the first Sunday after Pascha (aka “Easter”). This week, we will
be blessing a couple of graves in separate cemeteries in Fargo-
Moorhead. So, | thought I'd share a very brief explanation of why
we do this.

In the Creed, we mention that we “look for the resurrection of the
dead and the life of the world to come.” In Matthew’s Gospel, we
learn that when Jesus died, some of the graves of the righteous
outside of Jerusalem were actually opened and some came forth
from their tombs. Of course, uniting all of this is the notion that
when baptized, when brought into Christ's Body, the Church, we
are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection.

So, when we bless graves, we are doing several things.

First and foremost, we are extending the promise of the Resur-
rection to all the faithful, even those whose bodies currently lie in
their tombs. We are the Body of Christ and it is our function. We

PAGE 3
to relax and say: "As the Lord wished so it happened. May the name of
the Lord be blessed". He lowers his head and says: "God gave and
God took" And even if He took my child, hasn't God given him to me?
He took it. Where is my child? In heaven? So what happens there? He
reposes there.

Behind every test lurks the will of God and the benefit which naturally
he could not see at that time, but with time he will
know the benefit. We have many such examples.
Like also the Saints Andronicus and Athanasia.
They were a couple. He was a jeweler of great
wealth etc. Part of his profit from work was used to
feed his family. Another part of his profit he gave to
the poor and a third of his profit was lent to people
who had no money, interest free. They had two hap-
- & py daughters. One day both died from sickness.

# Both parents went to bury them. Athanasia, the un-
fortunate one, would cry inconsolably over their
graves. So did Andronicus. With great pain he start-
ed for home. Poor Athanasia stayed behind to
mourn over their graves. "My children" and "My chil-
dren" she cried. The sun was setting and the ceme-
tery was closing. In her sorrow she saw a monk
coming to her and telling her: "Lady why are you
crying?"

How could | not cry Father?" (She thought he was the priest of the
cemetery). "l buried both my children, my two angels, | laid them in
their graves and | and my husband are left alone. We have no more
freshness anymore.

He tells her: "Your children are in paradise with the angels. They are
in the joy and grace of God and you cry? Pity, and you are a Christian.

"So they live my children? Are they angels?"
*Of course your children are angels"

He was the Saint of that Church. Finally both Andronicus and Atha-
nasia became monastics and were sanctified.

Elder Ephraim, Abbot of the Holy Monastery of Philitheou.

are to proclaim the promise of the Resurrection. We believe we
sacramentally participate in the extension of the Resurrection to the
deceased.

Secondly, we are also praying and acknowledging them before
God and hoping in the Christian hope, that they will be resurrected
to eternal life. This is consistent with St. Paul’s desire for Oniseph-
oros (2 Timothy 2:16-18;
4:19). We should de-
sire that the mercy of
Christ's  Resurrection s
be extended to every e
member of his house- &
hold. Because we be-
lieve the Orthodox 2
Church is Christ's Body &8
in the here and now,
we extend that mercy
to each member of the
Orthodox Church.
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Ak noBMHEH BeCTU cebe B XpaMi XpUCTUAHMH

Cnoso “yepksa’
NOXOAMUTH Bif
rpeubkoro kuriake, gim
Boxuir. Llepksoto abo
XpamoM  Ha3MBaEMO
OyaMHOK, NPUCBSAYEHUI
CMYXIHHIO NpaBaMBOMY
Borosi.

MpaBocnaBHU Xpam
3aBXOM  3BEPHEHUI
Ha cXig i noginfeTbca
Ha TPY YaCTUHK:

1. BiBtap 3BWYaitHO
TpbOMa  [BepuMa:  LapCbKUMu

ikoHOoCTacom 3

BiAineHun
(cepenHimMu) Ta ABOMa AMSKOHCBKUMMW (GiYHUMK). B LeHTpi BiBTaps
cToiTb [pecTin, Ha AKOMy 3HaxoAATbCs aHTUMIHC (lWOBKOBa abo
MbHAHA XyCTKa X 300paxeHHsM noknageHHs o rpoby Xpucra
Cnacutens i 3alUMTUMK MOLLaMKM CBATOrO, OCBAYEHA W MignucaHa
apxvepeem), E€BaHrenie, Xpect, AAPOXOPOHUIbHULSA B BUMMSA
Lepksu, ae 3aBxau 36epiratotbcs CBATI TalHu, gapoHocuus Ans

BUHeCeHHs Ceatux TaiH  xeopum. JliBopyd  Big
MpecTony - XepToBHMK ab0 MPOCKOMUIINHWK, CTiN Ans
npurotyBaHHa Ceatux [apis 0o TaiHCTBa €BXapuCTil.
3a [pecTonom 3HaxoauTbCcA TOpHE Micle, Ae CTOITb |
enuckon y neBHi MOMeHTW BorocnyxiHHg. [o BiBTaps
MOXYTb 3aXO4WTW NMLWE Ti MUPSHU-YOMOBIKN, SKUX
OnarocnosuTb  CcBsWeHWK.  Topkatucs  [pecrtony,
npoxoautt Mk [Mpectonom i LapCbkumu ABepumMa
MUpsiHaM He J03BONSETHCS.

2. CepepHsi HaBa 4M Xxpam BipHux. TyT cToATbL

]|
I

PAG

MpecToni. OuikyeMo Ha noyaTok Bignpasu
MOBYKM, 30cepexeHo Monsuncs. CTaBumo
CBiYKM nepen obpasamu TUXO 1 NOBOXHO; g
Konu MiginT Baxko, nepeaaeMo CBiuKM fi
TUM, XTO CTOITb nonepegy. Ak Hemae micus
Ha CBIYHWKY, Knagemo CBiuKy nepeg
obpasom, wWob6 nocTaBUTW  3rodoM.
MocTtaBmBwMK  CBiuky, xpectumocs i |
MOMMMOCS Mepeq iKOHOW A0 306paxeHoro
Ha Hiit cesaToro. Ha BiTaHHa “Cnasa Icycy
Xpucty!” Bignosigaemo: “Crnasa Hasiku!”

Mig yac Bignpasu

Big noyaTkoBOro BWronocy 4o BignycTy 1
BarocroBeHHs BipHUX XpaMm 3anuiiaTit He
NPUHATO.  HenmpunycTumi  po3mMoBM,
XOAiHHS No xpamy. Crif MOBYKM, YBaXHO 1
30CepeXeHO CryxaTut CrioBa CBSILLEHMKA, L
BIAMOBIZATM HA HMX, CMiBal4M pasoMm i3
xopom. OcobmBo NoBoXHO, 3 AyWEBHUM TpeneToM nepebyBaemo
Ha Cnyx6i bBoxin npn uutaHHi EBaHrenis, BignpaBneHH
€BXapuCTiHOro kaHoHy (eig Cumsony Bipu go “[ocTonHo €”), cniBi
“OT4ye Haw” i npuyacti Ceatux TaiH. Ha €BxapucTitHOMY KaHOHI,
Konn  cBsleHuK npoMoBuTb  “TlicHio  nepemoru
cniBalwTb, BUIONOWYKTb, BUKIUKYIOTb |
¥ MPOMOBNAOTL”, CTAEMO HABKOMILKK i nigBoaMMocs

nue Ha cnisi “[locTonHO €”; B Len Yac BiaOyBaeTbes

/ TaiHCTBEHHe NepeBTiNeHHs xniba i BuHa Ha Tino i
Kpoe Xpuctosi. “OTye Haw’ Takox CriBaemo, CTOSuM
Ha KoniHax.

Mpu nomuHaHHi oci6 Cesaroi Tpondi (“Otus i CuHa i
Ceatoro [yxa”), npu cnisi “focnogu, nomunyir’,
“Mopait, Tocnogn” xpectumocs. Xpectumocs i

=~

L —

MUpSHU Nig 4ac OorocnyxiHHA. Ha Tetpanog
(4OTUPMKYTHUMIA CTin) abo aHanoi nepes LapCbKUMu
ABEpUMa KnagyTbesi ikoHa Ta xpecT. Mepen obpasamm
(ikoHamn) cTaBnsATbCA CBiYKW. Ha nmaHaxwpHui CTin
KnagyTbCa KONMBO, XIib, LyKop.

3. Mputeop npu BXOAi A0 Uepkeu OYB KonMChb Micuem Ans
MOMUTBI OTONOLLEHUX (MKOAEN, WO roTyBanucs 4O XPeLieHHs) Ta
MOKYTHWKIB. Tenep Tam MOYUMHAKOTLCS [ESAKi YMHU: XPELUEHHS,
BiHYaHHS.

Mo npuxodi OO LepkBM Tpudi Xpectumocs 3 MOnuTBo:  boxe,
Oyab MUNOCTMBMIA JO MeHe, rpiluHoro. Boxe, ouncTh rpixu Moi i
nomunyin meHe. bes uucna 3rpiwvs 1,
'ocnogu, NpocTH MeHi...

Migxogumo  go  TeTpanogy, ABivi
XpecTumocs,  LinyeMo  iKOHY,  XpecT,
XpecTumocs BTPeTe i Bigxogumo Habik -
YOMOBIKM  NPaBOPYY, KiHKW  NiBOPYM.
Mpoxoasun Yepe3 xpam  HaBMPOTH
Lapcbkux  ABepei, Xxpectumocs ¢
yknonsemocs  Catum  TalHam  Ha

YKMOHSIEMOCS, KON  CBALLEHUK BrarocnoBnsie Hac
Ceatumu [apamu, €aHrenieM, iKOHOK, XpecToM.
Konu BiH ©narocnoense pykow 4u obKamkye Hac,
BKIMOHSIEMOCS, He XPECTAYMCb. Ha BCEHOLLHIN CryDi nicns YnTaHHs
€BaHrenis Npu cisi KAHOHY BipHI N0 Yep3i NigxoasaTh 4O TeTpanoay,
XpecTaTbes, LinytoTb €BaHrenie Ta CBATKOBY iKOHY 1 NpUAMAlOTb

Bil CBfllEeHWKka OnarocrnoBeHHs abo 1
noMa3aHHA OCBSIYEHOI ONUBOK. o
Bnarocnosnsitouy pyky 3a 3BU4aEM LiNyHOTb. ! i;'; f&fﬁ
Bepyun GJ:IaFOCHOBeHHFI, knapemo npasy e jff
pyky Ha niBy ponoHsmu poropu. [licns lm":l: Yi)

BigNycTy BipHi N0 Yepsi NiAXoa4saTb A0 CBATKOBOI
iKOHW, XPecTATbCH, LinylTb i, NOTIM LinylTh
XPecT y pyLi CBSLLEeHWKa, NPUIMaKTb aHTUaop
(vacToukmn 3 npocdop) i Biaxo4aTb. Ha BiTaHHS |
“Xpuctoc nocepen Hac® signosigawTb: ‘I €, i
Byne”. Mpu BUxOAI 3 Xpamy Tpui xpecTumocs 3
MonuTBol “boxe, Byab MUNOCTVBMIA O MEHE,
rpiuHoro...”.

I AhUr
0% arijalyi,]i

——

Cnyx6a Boxa abo Cesita JliTyprisi (i3 rpeLbkoi MOBK - crifibHa MONMTBA) - Le xepTBa HoBoro 3aBiTy, B skl Icyc XpucToc nig Buaamm
xniba i BuHa 6e3kpoBHIUM cnocobom npuHocuTb cebe B xepTBy HebecHoMy OTLEBI Tak, SIK KONMCh KpUBaBUM CNocoBoM xepTByBaB cebe
Ha xpecTi Ha ropi Fonrodi. Icyc Xpuctoc BctaHoBMB 6e3kpoBHY xepTBy cBoro Tina i Kposi nig yac TaiHoi Bevepi.
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Pastoral Considerations on Current Problems:

Sex, Natural Law and Orthodoxy

by Fr. George Morelli

Problem: While on Christmas vacation from college, my daugh-
ter told me that one of her professors said that sex outside mar-
riage was not against the "natural law." In fact, there was no
"natural law" — but "anything goes." | have tried to bring up my
children to be good Orthodox Christians. What am | to do?

Solution: By all means continue to proclaim the Gospel teach-
ings, but be sure not to base your moral system on some so-
called "natural law." You see, your daughter's college professor
is correct. Extra-marital sex is not against the natural law. In sci-
ence, when we speak of natural we mean what is in nature. In
nature, many types of behaviors exist. There are many varieties
that we see in our own culture and even more varieties that we
can see in cross cultural comparisons. Sociological and anthro-
pological studies lead the way here. Thus monogamy, polygamy,
war, murder, chastity, and homosexuality, etc., are all equally
lawful in nature because they all exist. For example, we may
observe that in a certain culture, homosexual behavior occurs
and thereby deviates from what the average individual does. But
that neither makes it unnatural nor immoral. The fact that it exists
means it is natural, as natural as a sunrise or an earthquake, a
flower or a flood.

Unfortunately, the recent Roman Catholic Vatican pronounce-
ment on sex may confuse the issue especially for Orthodox
Christians. In part, the declaration states: "In the depths of his
conscience, man detects a law which he does not impose on
himself but which holds him to obedience . . . all evolution of
morals and every type of life must be kept within the limits im-
posed by the immutable principal based on every person's con-
stitutive elements and essential relations." In the course of histo-
ry whenever the Roman Church (or any other Church) has
based its faith, dogma or morals on science, she has been terri-
bly embarrassed. Copernicus, a 16th century churchman and
scientist, was considered a heretic for stating the sun was the
center of the universe, instead of the earth as the theologians
taught. This earth-centered universe fit well with the theological
view of man as the greatest of God's material creations, who
thereby must reside at the center or focal point of the universe.
Galileo too, ran into difficulty defending the Copernican position.
But, as we know, the earth is not the center of the universe, and
whether it is or not has nothing to do with faith or morality.

Science has spoken! All varieties of sexual behavior are natu-
ral. But this has nothing to do with faith or morality.

Well, for you as a parent oOr |
for a counselor or pastor, |
there would be two important
issues left. One would be con-
cern for the societies norm,
such as extra marital sexual
behavior and homosexuality,
may seriously endanger the (=55
happiness and societal ad- '
justment of the individual.
They even may be a sign of |
emotional disturbance so that
referral to a competent psy-
chotherapist would be called
for.

Most important however, is the second issue. It is really not an
issue at all because it is at the apex of our lives - this is our Or-
thodox Faith. We do not obey a proscription, sexual or other-
wise, because it adheres to some so-called "pseudo” natural
law. We obey according to the measure of our faith. The meas-
ure of our faith will be based on the depth of heart and sincerity
of our prayer. It would be well to keep in mind what our holy fa-
thers have taught us - obedience leads to faith and prayer, and
in turn, faith and prayer lead to obedience. Being excellent psy-
chologists, the fathers tell us that the main pitfalls to prayer and
obedience to God's will are forgetfulness, ignorance and lazi-
ness. Possibly we could sum up these three categories into two:
knowledge and perseverance (or persistence). Real knowledge
of the Christian spiritual-moral life can only come from the light of
faith in accordance with the Gospels and the guidance of the
Church. Persistence in seeking the will of God and obedience to
His commandments also comes through faith. Obedience itself
makes for even greater love, faith and obedience.

So you see, your daughter may be getting a very valuable col-
lege education, if she at least learns that the Orthodox Christian
life, sexual or otherwise, cannot be proved by the "natural law."
You as her parent along with her pastor, and the entire Church,
can add to her knowledge by teaching and witnessing the mes-
sage of the Gospels, the commandments, the beatitudes, what
Our Lord called the "narrow path" leading to our sharing of the
Light of God. It is by faith that we will become as "little children";
that we will find the Kingdom of God.

This kingdom, as the evangelists tell us, is found in our hearts.
| might add that it is not found in a science textbook, except that
through the light of faith "the heavens declare the glory of God
and the firmament proclaims His handiwork.

From the Father’s of the Church: To be a true Christian
St Mark the monk  “Unless a man gives himself entirely to the Cross, in a spirit of humility and self-abasement; unless he casts himself
down to be trampled underfoot by all and despised, accepting injustice, contempt and mockery; unless he undergoes all these things with
joy for the sake of the Lord, not claiming any kind of human reward whatsoever — glory or honor or earthly pleasures — he cannot become
a true Christian”
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A0 YBAI'Nn BUNMYCKHUKIB CEPEOHIX WWKIJT ! Ha Hawomy MapadisinsHomy nikkiky 19

YepBHSA MW Byaemo Big3Ha4YaTV BUMYCKHUKIB CEPEaHIX LUKIN 3 Hawoi rpomMagu. lMpoxaHHsa gatv 3HaTu 0. Iropesi npo Te Lo Bali
AiTV YN OHYKM 3aKiHYYHOTb CEPEAHIO LUKOMY, Wb MM MOrMK iX Bi4MNOBIAHO NPUBITATY Mig YaC MiKHIKY

ATTENTION GRADUATES! During our picnic on June 18th we will be celebrating high school graduates

from our community. If your children or grandchildren graduate this year from the High School, please let Fr. Ihor know to make
sure that we will be able to honour their High School Completion.

O 13- roaguHui At 1 pm

‘Blessing of the Graves

Henins, 29 TpaBusa 2009 Sunday, May29 2009
Ha Lleprognomy LIBMHTAPI 3¢ the Church-Céemetery
Cyodora.7 TpaBHa — 9:00- 12:00
YHumenus llapadisiabHoro IlBuarapy

Saturday, May7 — 9 am—12 pm
PARISHCEMETARY CLEAN UP




